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UNAI Member Activity Report – 2017/2018       

Name of University/Institution: 

McMaster University

Contact Person/Focal Point:   

Patrick Deane, President & Vice-Chancellor
1. What activities did you undertake this year as part of your membership in UN Academic Impact? 

McMaster has been an active member of the International Association of Universities as part of the University’s commitment to global engagement. During the week of May 13-18 of 2018, McMaster University hosted the Leading Globally Engaged Universities – 5 (LGEU-5) program, which provided an avenue for peer-learning to higher education leaders from around the globe. The program is a core aspect of quality higher education, vital in enabling institutions to respond to complex challenges and rapid societal change. The program recognizes that higher education leadership must be underpinned by values and responsibility and find ways to adapt and evolve to promote greater inclusivity, equity and diversity.  The LGEU program recognizes the important role that higher education institutions can play in the development of sustainable and democratic societies. McMaster was delighted to have the opportunity to work with the IAU to strengthen the capacities of leaders and enhance cooperation between institutions. As the first North American host of the program, McMaster was able to contribute local and national experiences, which will support us in working with our local communities. 
2. What UNAI principles did these activities support? 

The Leading Globally Engaged Universities conference supported the following UNAI principles: 

· Global Citizenship - A commitment to encouraging global citizenship through education
· Human Rights - A commitment to human rights, among them freedom of inquiry, opinion, and speech
· Intercultural Dialogue - A commitment to promoting inter-cultural dialogue and understanding, and the “unlearning” of intolerance, through education
· Capacity Building - A commitment to building capacity in higher education systems across the world
3. How did you publicize your activities to the campus and larger community (social media, campus paper, posters/flyers, newsletters, email)? 

The University was host to the IAU – LGEU-5 program and thus relied on the IAU global network to promote the program through various digital, print and network channels, including through other organizations such as Universities Canada, the Canadian Bureau for International Education and through the Association of International Education Administrators mentorship program. 
4. What were the results of these activities (levels of participation, people reached, campaigns launched, policy papers developed, reports written, etc.)? 

The activities included an overview of higher education in Canada, which highlighted the work of the United Nations University – International Network on Water, Environment and Health (hosted at McMaster University), as well as the role of Universities Canada, the International Organization of Higher Education, and the contributions of Canadian universities to their local and global communities. 
LGEU is an inclusive programme whose participants are drawn from across the globe and from various backgrounds, ranging from Heads of Institution, to Vice-Presidents, Deans, Academic Department Heads, as well as faculty and senior professional service leaders.  Participants represented institutions from Haiti, Iran, UK, USA, Thailand, South Africa and Romania. The sharing of experiences and knowledge through small group discussions and with colleagues from around the world is extremely helpful to all participants as we develop and refine our approach to global engagement. 

Did you share these activities with UNAI so they could be featured on the UNAI website, social media accounts and in the UNAI newsletter? 

We developed and posted a news release regarding the successful IAU-LGEU – 5 program. We would be most pleased to have UNAI share the news release and repost it for further distribution on the UNAI newsletter. The full article may be found on McMaster University’s daily news webpage https://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/article/mcmaster-hosts-international-seminar-on-global-engagement-in-higher-education/ . 
5. What activities do you have planned for the upcoming academic year? 
Our faculty are actively engaged with a number of initiatives in Latin America, Africa, the Caribbean and in Asia Pacific through global conferences, collaborative initiatives and missions. We are also encouraged by our new membership into the Universitas 21 group where our common goals clearly align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. We have also taken the initial steps to actively engage in the Peace and Reconciliation Network meeting and look forward to positive and impactful outcomes.
6. Additional information you would like to add

Please send any questions or feedback to president@mcmaster.ca. 
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